Visual acuities and dark-adapted thresholds of children with Bardet-Biedl syndrome.
We studied the visual acuities and dark-adapted sensitivities of 12 children with Bardet-Biedl syndrome. All except one child, who was seen only once, were tested serially. In the first decade of life, all visual acuities were within 2 octaves of normal. All but two final visual acuities obtained from patients in their second and third decades were more than 2 octaves poorer than normal. Dark-adapted sensitivities of all patients were, or became, significantly less than normal even in those patients whose period of follow-up was limited to the first decade of life. Of the 11 patients measured serially, seven showed decreases in dark-adapted sensitivities of at least 0.5 log unit during the follow-up period, and the last measured sensitivities of all patients were at least 2 log units less than the normal mean.